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04J6. 28 lakh women to get monthly dole as Bengal govt. rolls out Annapurna 

Bhandar scheme 

                                               28                                  

 West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari on Wednesday rolled out the Annapurna 
Bhandar scheme that will provide monthly aid of ₹3,000 to eligible women in the 25 to 60 
age group in the State. 

                                                                                ,       तहत 

        25    60                      ह          त   ह ₹3,000     ह  त                 
 Mr. Adhikari handed over cheques to five beneficiaries at the State Secretariat to mark the 

launch of the direct benefit transfer scheme. 

                              (DBT)                     अ                            

                       
 Doubling the aid of ₹1,500 provided by the previous Trinamool Congress government 

under its Lakshmir Bhandar scheme to ₹3,000 was one of the promises made by the BJP 
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during the campaign for the Assembly poll. 

                                                     तहत              ₹1,500     ह  त     
      ₹3,000                                                                             

 

04J6. Japan‟s fertility rate falls to a record low 

                                            

 Japan‘s fertility rate fell again last year to a record low, 

official data showed. 

                   अ     ,                            (Fertility 

Rate)     घट                       ह     ई  
 Japan has one of the world‘s lowest birth rates, as well as a 

falling and ageing population, leading to labour shortages, a 
ballooning social security bill and a shrinking tax base. 

                                             ह ,     ह   ह              
घट        औ                ,                        ,   त  ह   

                   त   घटत  ह           (Tax Base)                    ह   ह  ह   

Top 5 Countries/Regions with the Lowest Fertility Rates 

Rank Country/Region Fertility Rate* 

1 South Korea ~0.8 

2 Singapore ~0.97 

3 Hong Kong ~1.0 

4 Macau ~1.03 

5 Taiwan ~1.06 

 

Top 5 Countries with the Highest Fertility Rates 

Rank Country Fertility Rate* 

1 Niger ~6.6 

2 Chad ~6.2 

3 Somalia ~6.1 

4 Democratic Republic of the Congo ~6.0 

5 Central African Republic ~5.9 
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04J6. QUIZ: PCS Special 

1. V.K. Krishna Menon – The Longest Speech in UN 
History 

 V.K. Krishna Menon, India‘s Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations and later Defence 
Minister, delivered one of the most remarkable speeches in 
diplomatic history during the UN Security Council debates 
on Kashmir in January 1957.  

 Spread across three meetings over two days, the 
speech lasted for more than eight hours, setting a record 

recognized by the United Nations and Guinness World 
Records.  

 Menon meticulously defended India's legal and 
constitutional position on Jammu and Kashmir, making the 
speech a landmark in India's diplomatic history and earning 
him the title “Hero of Kashmir.” 

3. Pablo Picasso and Guernica 
 Pablo Picasso, one of the most influential artists of the twentieth century, painted 

“Guernica” in 1937. 

 The masterpiece was inspired by the bombing of the Spanish town of Guernica during the 
Spanish Civil War. 

 Created in black, white and grey tones, the painting depicts human suffering, destruction and 
the horrors of war.  

 Today, Guernica is regarded as a universal symbol of peace and resistance against violence. 

 It remains one of the most celebrated anti-war artworks and is displayed at the Museo Reina 

Sofía in Madrid, Spain. 

4. Yasser Arafat‟s Olive Branch Speech 
 The famous statement, “I have come with a freedom fighter‟s gun in one hand and an 

olive branch in the other. Do not let the olive branch fall from my hand,” was delivered 
by Yasser Arafat at the United Nations General Assembly on 13 November 1974. 

  As Chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), Arafat used the speech to 

seek international recognition of Palestinian aspirations and statehood. 

  The olive branch symbolized peace, while the gun represented resistance. 

5. Robert Mugabe‟s “We Are Not Gays” Statement 
 During his speech at the UN General Assembly in September 2015, Zimbabwean President 

Robert Mugabe declared, ―We are not gays,‖ while criticizing Western countries for linking 

aid and international cooperation to LGBTQ+ rights. 

 Mugabe had long been known for his opposition to same-sex marriage and LGBTQ+ rights, 
which he argued were inconsistent with Zimbabwe‘s cultural values.  

 The remark generated significant international debate and criticism, highlighting the broader 

global divide over human rights, cultural sovereignty and social values in international politics. 
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04J6. Denmark PM presents new govt., with majority 
of women Ministers 

                         ई               ,             
                   

 Denmark‟s Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen on 

Wednesday presented her new Cabinet, which for the first time in 
Danish history included more women than men. 

                       ट                         अ     ई       ट   त त 

  ,                    तह       ह                त        अ    

  ह           ह   
 Eleven out of the 21 Ministers were women and the list 

also included familiar names from Ms. Frederiksen‘s former 
government. 

 21              11         ह  औ                                                  त              

ह   

04J6. Praggnanandhaa 
does the double over 

Carlsen 

                        

                        

 Victory with black 
pieces takes the Indian GM 
to the third spot. 

                           
   त         ट           
         ह           

 Firouzja gets the 
better of Gukesh. 

                         त 

      
 He beat World No.1 

Magnus Carlsen for a 

second time in the same 
tournament. 

   ह        ट      ट              
         -1                 
ह      
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GS Paper 1: Geography 04 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

04J6 Cabinet gives its nod for new coastal highway in Odisha 

       ट                 ट                        
04J6 QUIZ 

04J6 Iran strikes Kuwait‟s main airport, Bahrain base after U.S. hits Qeshm 

                                   ई                        ई      औ                          
     

04J6 Romania wants to boost air defence after drone strike blamed on Russia 

                                                                    
 
 

04J6.  Cabinet gives its nod for new coastal 

highway in Odisha 

       ट                 ट                        

 The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved the 
construction of a new coastal highway from Rameshwar to 
Paradeep in Odisha at a total project cost of ₹8,300.79 
crore. 

                                                         त     

    ट                        ₹8,300.79                      
   त               

 The widening of the Armoor-Jagtial-Mancherial 
Section of NH-63 will be on a hybrid annuity model. 

     -63         -       -                               

    ट                      
 The Jagtial-Karimnagar Section of NH–563 will be 

carried out on a 
build-operate-
transfer model to 
the four-lane 
standard in 

Telangana. 

     -563    
       -        
             त        
       -    ट-       
        तहत    -    

        अ           
       
 

04J6.  QUIZ 
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1. Khatanga Gulf – End of the Longest Unobstructed Sea Route 

 Khatanga Gulf is located on the northern coast of Siberia in Arctic Russia, where the 
Khatanga River flows into the Laptev Sea, a marginal sea of the Arctic Ocean. 

 It gained attention in geographical studies because it lies near one end of the world's longest 
theoretically unobstructed straight-line sea route, stretching across vast oceanic expanses 
without intersecting land.  

 The region is characterized by extreme Arctic conditions, seasonal sea ice, and strategic 
importance for Russia's Northern Sea Route, which is becoming increasingly significant due 
to Arctic warming and expanding maritime navigation opportunities. 

2. Continental Pole of Inaccessibility – Farthest Point from Any Coastline 
 The Continental Pole of Inaccessibility refers to the location on Earth that is farthest from 

any ocean or coastline.  

 It is situated in northwestern China, near the border region of the Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region and Kazakhstan. 

 This point lies approximately 2,645 kilometres from the nearest coastline, making it the most 
inland location on the planet.  

 The concept is widely used in geography to study continentality, climate, and remoteness.  

 Due to its great distance from oceans, the region experiences extreme temperature variations 

and a highly continental climate. 

3. Bouvet Island – The World‘s Most Remote Island 
 Bouvet Island is an uninhabited volcanic island 

located in the South Atlantic Ocean and is 
administered as a dependent territory of Norway.  

 Situated roughly midway between Antarctica and 
southern Africa, it is often regarded as the most 
remote island in the world because no 
permanently inhabited landmass exists within 
thousands of kilometres. 

 About 93 percent of the island is covered by glaciers, 
making human settlement extremely difficult. 

 Owing to its ecological significance and pristine 

environment, Bouvet Island has been designated as a protected nature reserve by Norway. 

4. SOFAR Channel – Nature‘s Underwater Sound Highway 
 The SOFAR (Sound Fixing and Ranging) Channel is a horizontal layer in the ocean 

where sound waves can travel extremely long distances with minimal energy loss.  

 This phenomenon occurs because variations in water temperature and pressure create a 
zone of minimum sound velocity, causing sound waves to refract back toward the 
channel‟s centre.  

 The SOFAR Channel plays a crucial role in oceanographic research, submarine 
communication, marine mammal studies, and underwater monitoring systems.  

 Scientists use it to track underwater events, including earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and 

whale migrations across vast ocean basins. 

5. Thermal Equator – Belt of Highest Mean Surface Temperature 
 The Thermal Equator is an imaginary line connecting places that experience the highest 

average annual temperatures on Earth. 
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 Unlike the geographic equator, it shifts northward and southward with seasonal changes in 
solar heating and land–sea distribution.  

 It generally lies north of the geographic equator because the Northern Hemisphere contains 
larger landmasses that heat more rapidly than oceans.  

 The thermal equator explains global temperature patterns, pressure belts, monsoon 
circulation, and the seasonal migration of climatic zones. 

 

04J6.  Iran strikes Kuwait‟s main airport, Bahrain base after U.S. hits Qeshm 

                                   ई                        ई      औ                  
             

 The U.S. targeted Iran‘s ground control station on Qeshm Island. 

                         ई                    ट                     
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04J6. Romania wants to boost air defence after drone strike blamed on Russia 

                                                                    

 She added that NATO and EU member Romania had a long border with Ukraine that 
stretched along the Danube River and out into the Black Sea. 

   ह     ह       ट  औ            घ (EU)                 ,                               त  ह , 
                    -              त       ह ई ह   

 
 

GS Paper II: Polity 04 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

04J6 Why judicial holidays are necessary 
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04J6. Why judicial holidays are necessary 

                           

 In his autobiography, Neither Roses Nor Thorns, Justice H.R. Khanna recalled the night 
before he delivered his lone dissent in the ADM Jabalpur case during the Emergency. 

अ           Neither Roses Nor Thorns           त     .  .              त               
ह       ह       त                                   अ          अ ह  त                    
      त        
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 The following year he was superseded for the top post by Justice M.H. Beg, who had 

ruled with the majority, and resigned soon after. 

अ         ह  त                                 त     .  .             ऊ        त             
औ       त   त       ह      त             

 His dissent, eventually vindicated when the Supreme Court overruled ADM Jabalpur in the 
Puttaswamy verdict of 2017, is now remembered as one of the bravest decisions in Indian 

judicial history. 

     अ ह  त,      अ तत  2017       ट                                                 
             त                 त      ,       त            तह             ह              
             त  ह   

 Closer home, Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer kept producing books, articles and lectures on 
jurisprudence long after his retirement from the Supreme Court, almost until his death at 99 in 
2014. 

   त           त     .  .                                                                
   त  ,     औ                        ,      अ    99               2014          त   

 

GS Paper II: Governance 04 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

04J6 After a long wait, Tamil Nadu gets a regular DGP 

                                                   
04J6 Is shoot-to-disable the new normal? 

                                                       ? 
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04J6.  After a long wait, Tamil Nadu gets a 
regular DGP 

                                                   

 With about six years of service left, Dr. Aggarwal 

is the youngest police officer to occupy the top post, and will 
have a minimum tenure of two years under the Supreme 
Court‟s guidelines in the Prakash Singh case. 

      छ                  ह          ,   .                  

    ह                           अ       ह  औ                  
           ट                   अ               त             
    ह     

 There is, however, no bar on his continuing in the 
post until superannuation. 

 ह      ,                 त                ह        ई      ह   
ह   

 Going by the Supreme Court guidelines, the State 
government is required to initiate the selection process well 
in advance, and forward a list of eligible DGP-rank officers 
to the UPSC at least six months before the vacancy arises. 

         ट                   अ     ,                         
      ह            ह त  ह  औ      त       ह                

 ह  ह     ह                                    UPSC    
      ह त  ह   
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04J6. Is shoot-to-disable the new normal? 

                                                       ? 

 Between 2017 and 2025, the State Police recorded over 16,000 encounter operations. 

2017    2025                      16,000                           अ             
 In about 97% of cases, the accused survived with a bullet wound to the leg. 

     97                                                     त        
 At this scale, the question is no longer whether something unusual happened, but what it 

means when the unusual becomes routine. 

    त          ह  ह    ह   त       ई अ       घट   ह ई     ह  ,       ह       अ       

घट          त ह       त           अ   ह   

What is Operation Langda? 

                   ? 

 Prior to 2017, conviction rates in several categories of violent crimes were below 20%, while 

investigative capacity lagged far behind caseloads. 

2017         अ             ह    अ                     20               ,             त  
                  त         ह त          

 In this environment, „half-encounters‟ present a pragmatic alternative. 

      त        „   -      ट ‟        ह                      त त       त  ह   
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 Crucially, shooting to disable rather than kill makes the practice more legally defensible. 

 ह            ,           त                       अ         ह त                    त    
         ट    अ                त  ह   

 The accused survives to be produced in court, the officer can claim self-defence, and the 

state records an arrest rather than a death. 

          त  हत  ह  औ                   त त           त  ह , अ                         
  त  ह  त                          त       अ         त  ह   

 State data show declines in crimes such as dacoity and robbery, but these gains do not 
address concerns over due process and the erosion of the rule of law. 

                    औ    ट      अ                 त  ह ,    त                           त   
                              त    त               ह     त    

Policing performance and judicial standards 

            औ                

 Uttar Pradesh publicly treats encounter statistics as indicators of law-and-order 
achievements. 

                                                    -                          त           
  त त   त  ह   

 In People‟s Union for Civil Liberties v. State of Maharashtra (2014), the Supreme Court 
laid down sixteen principles and mandated an independent inquiry in every case. 

                           ट                     (2014)                                

               त     त                    त           अ              
 While these remain the legal benchmark, they have not been systematically applied in the 

State. 

               त अ                     ह   ह ,    त                     त       अ        ह   
         ह   

 
 
 

GS Paper III: Economy 04 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

04J6 U.S. moots 12.5% tariff on India for failure to enforce „forced labour‟ regulations 

            „       ‟                                                 12.5% ट        
          

04J6 Base and framework 

     औ         
04J6 How India scaled its startup industry from 2016 to 2025 

        2016    2025              ट ट                              
04J6 Cabinet approves ₹10,000 cr. ATF price stabilisation fund 

       ट    ₹10,000         ATF                                
04J6 Wheat procurement surges 17% to 35 million tonnes, exceeds 2026-27 season 

goal 

            17%      35        ट        , 2026-27                 

04J6 RBI debunks reports on gold sale, says reserves are „steady at 880.52 tonnes‟ 

      ई                                   ,           „880.52 ट         ‟    
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04J6 S. America‟s stealthy ascent to key crude oil swing supplier 

                                                                          

04J6 AI unlikely to be the demand booster that copper bulls expect 

   ई                                                                           
04J6 Brazil takes a historic HDI leap with focused planning and public spending 

             औ                               HDI             छ        ई 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

04J6. U.S. moots 12.5% tariff on 

India for failure to enforce „forced 
labour‟ regulations 

            „       ‟                
                                 12.5% 

ट                  

 The U.S. government has proposed 
to levy a tariff of 12.5% on imports from 54 
countries, including India, that it says have 

―failed to impose and effectively enforce‖ 
prohibitions on the import of goods produced 
using forced labour. 

                         हत 54            त 

   12.5% ट                त        ह ,       
              ह   ह                (Forced 

Labour)                     त      त        
          औ                 त त              

 ह  ह   
 The office of the U.S. Trade 

Representative (USTR) had, in March this 
year, launched an investigation under Section 
301 of the U.S. Trade Act of 1974 to look into 

whether its trade partners were taking enough 
steps to stop the import of goods made using 
forced labour. 

   .  .           ट  ट  (USTR)                  

              .  .       ट, 1974         301    
तहत  ह                                         

                            त                 

     त          ह  ह      ह    

 According to trade experts, 
investigations under Section 301 were seen 
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as a tool for the U.S. to impose tariffs on its imports after the country‘s Supreme Court in 
February struck down the reciprocal tariffs — including the 50% levied on India — that had 
been imposed by U.S. President Donald Trump. 

                   अ     ,      301    तहत         अ                त    ट                 

                      ,                                                        50% ट     

  हत                                   ट            त             
 The proposed tariffs put India in the same tariff bracket as several of its competitors, 

including Bangladesh, China, Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam. 

   त   त ट                   ई   त                        ,    , 

       ,   ई    औ                  ट               त  ह   
  ―In the near term, exporters in labour-intensive 

industries such as textiles, garments, carpets, leather 
products, and brassware could face at least an additional 10% 
levy under Section 301, adding to their existing tariff exposure,‖ 

Mr. Sen said. 

            ह        ट             ,       ,      ,            

औ                    -                  त           301    तहत 

         10%                                 त  ह ,       
      त     ट         औ            
 

04J6. Base and framework 

     औ         

 Earlier this week, the Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation released the latest Index of 
Industrial Production (IIP), a key barometer of India‘s industrial 

health. 

     त ह                                                     
    त  औ                      (IIP)          ,       त    
औ                             त  ह   

 The April 2026 print assumes added significance as it is 
the first release under the new 2022-23 base series and the 
second full month following the U.S.-Israeli war on Iran. 

अ    2026                 ह     त  ह         ह  ई 2022-23 

               अ त  त  ह         ह  त   ई              -
                                   ह    ह   

 Capital goods output expanded by a robust 16% year-
on-year, reflecting the continuing effects of elevated public 

capital expenditure and infrastructure spending. 

                               -  -    16%        त              
 ई,                       त     त   अ                     त  
            त  ह   

 By contrast, consumer durables output grew only 
4.3%, while consumer non-durables expanded by a modest 
2.8%, suggesting that rising fuel and energy costs may be 

exerting pressure on household consumption. 

          त,          ट                             4.3%    
      ह ई,                 - ट                  2.8%          
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        ई,     ह     त   त  ह             ऊ       त          घ                        ह  ह  
  त  ह   

 New products and sectors have been incorporated and several obsolete items dropped. 

 ई   त    औ                     त          ह  त    ई अ               हट           ह   
 A fourth major sector — water supply, sewerage and waste management — has been 

introduced with a weight of 2.02%. 

                 —         ,                 ट       —    2.02%                  त      
    ह   

 The electricity category has been expanded into Electricity and Gas Supply, with its weight 
rising to 10.87% from 7.99% earlier. 

     त            त                                                        ह ,                   
7.99%         10.87% ह      ह   

 Manufacturing remains the dominant component of the index, though its weight has declined 
marginally to 76.06% from 77.63%. 

             अ                      घट      ह   ह ,                77.63%    घट   
76.06% ह      ह   

 More notable is the reduction in the weight of mining and quarrying to 11.05% from 14.37%. 

        अ                                             ह ,    14.37%    घट   11.05% ह  
    ह   

 These shifts suggest that the importance of value-added infrastructure and utility services in 
gauging industrial activity has expanded, while the relative significance of primary resource 
extraction has diminished. 

       त       त   त  ह     औ         त                      -    त अ                  त  
           ह       ह ,                                      ह   घट  ह   

 Together, these changes better capture India‘s emergence as a components and value-
added manufacturing hub integrated into global supply chains. 

     ह               त      त               त                   त घट          -    त          

                      अ                   त     त   त  ह   
 Most importantly, the government has indicated its intention to move towards a chain-linked 

framework with more frequent updates to sectoral weights. 

      ह         त  ह ह                            अ         त अ  त               -      

      (Chain-linked Framework)               अ            त    ह   
 Such a system would allow official statistics to better keep pace with structural changes in the 

economy, making the IIP a more accurate and timely gauge of industrial health. 

                            अ            ह                       त             हत  
             त                   ,       IIP औ                 अ     ट       
      त     त            
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04J6. How India scaled its startup industry from 2016 to 2025 

        2016    2025              ट ट                              

 The Startup India scheme has been a success due to a supportive policy environment, 
robust startup growth, and a positive investment climate. 

  ट ट                  ह                  ,     त  ट ट          त   अ                     
          ह  ह   

 The three traits that make startups different from conventional businesses are an emphasis 
on innovation, the use of technology, and market opportunity. 

 ट ट अ                          अ              त             त    ह  —       ,              
     , औ                             

 To distinguish startups from other businesses, the Department for Promotion of Industry 
and Internal Trade (DPIIT) started recognising companies that aligned with government 

guidelines as startups. 

 ट ट अ      अ              अ    ह                                                     

(DPIIT)                         अ                 ट ट अ               त                   
 From 288 in 2016, which was just 3% of the total startups functioning then, the DPIIT‘s 

coverage has increased to 77% in 2025. 
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    2016    288  ट ट अ  ,                    त  ट ट अ           3         , DPIIT    
    त     त   ,          2025                  77       ह       

 However, the biggest change happened in 2025, when Tier 1 cities accounted for just 18% of 
new startups, whereas Tier 3 towns made up for 71%. 

ह      ,              त       2025    ह  ,     ट  -1  ह       ह        घट        18        ह 

 ई,       ट  -3          ह             71       ह   ई  
 A substantial portion of founders across both genders (approximately 66% male founders 

and 59% female founders) are under 40. 

                                     (     66                    औ  59             
       ) 40                  ह   

 While women account for about 21% of the founders in the under-30 age group, they account 
for 33% in the 50-plus age group. 

 ह   30                        ह         ह             21       ह ,  ह   50        अ        
        ह      33       ह    त  ह   

 The Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of women founders stood at 20%, compared 
with 14% for men, underlining the strong trend of women increasingly pursuing 

entrepreneurship. 

  ह                                       (CAGR) 20        ह ,                    ह 14 

        ,      ह             त   त          त  अ                         त   त  ह   

The funding landscape 

                  

 In 2016, India had 10,000 startups, of which 2,000 were funded ventures. 

    2016       त    10,000  ट ट       ,          2,000                     
 The numbers have increased dramatically in 2025 with a total of 2,50,000 startups, of which 

75,000 are funded ventures. 

    2025     ह                           2,50,000  ट ट     ह   ई,          75,000    
                 

 The decade from 2016 to 2025 has firmly placed India among the top four startup nations 

in the world. 

2016    2025           त                      ट ट                 त              ह  ह   
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04J6. Cabinet approves ₹10,000 cr. ATF price stabilisation fund 

       ट    ₹10,000         ATF                                

 One-time budgetary support to oil companies is aimed at backing airlines in the 
backdrop of escalating jet fuel prices due to the West Asia conflict; fund to be offered 
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as interest-free advances. 

                         ट                                  घ                  ट     

                                              ;            -                             
       

 Seeking to cushion airlines in the backdrop of escalating jet fuel prices due to the West Asia 
conflict, the Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved a one-time budgetary support of 
₹10,000 crore to oil-marketing companies (OMCs) towards a price stabilisation fund. 

               घ             त    ट                                हत                   

                      त                 (OMCs)                      ह त  ₹10,000         
     त   ट    ह  त                

 Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said that the price stabilisation fund would 
help stabilise aviation turbine fuel (ATF) prices in the backdrop of the West Asia conflict. 

                                         ह                                     घ               

          ट           (ATF)       त                             
 The budgetary support would function like a self-sustaining revolving fund. 

  ह   ट    ह  त       -                         त ह             
 The Cabinet has sought that once the international ATF prices moderate, the differential 

amount shall be recovered from the oil-marketing companies (OMCs) and returned to the 

government exchequer. 

                        ह        अ त        ATF              ह   , त  अ त                    

        (OMCs)                                              

 

04J6.Wheat procurement 
surges 17% to 35 million 

tonnes, exceeds 2026-27 
season goal 

            17%      35 

       ट        , 2026-27 

                

 ―Wheat procurement 
crossed 35 million tonnes so far 

this season. We have exceeded 
the target. Procurement in major 
producing states has been 
completed,‖ the official said. 

 अ           ह , ―           अ  

त             35        ट         
        ह   ह           अ         

   ह                             

           ह       ह  ‖ 
 The Food Corporation of 

India (FCI) and State agencies 
procure wheat at the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) to meet the 
National Food Security Act and 

other welfare schemes‘ needs. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
2 

                  (FCI) औ                                  (MSP)      ह       त  ह  त    

                          त   अ                             त                         

Lower mandi rates 

             

 While the wheat procurement season runs from April through March, much of the 
procurement is done in the first few months itself. 

 ह                                    त    त  ह ,       अ                त    छ          ह  
             त  ह   

 

04J6. RBI debunks reports on gold sale, says reserves are „steady at 880.52 
tonnes‟ 

      ई                                   ,           „880.52 ट         ‟    

 Debunking reports of gold sale, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said there is no change in 
the physical stock of gold, which remains unchanged at 880.52 tonne. 

                              त  ह                    (RBI)     ह                त             ई 

    त    ह   ह   ह  औ   ह 880.52 ट          ह   
 Once considered among Asia‘s more stable currencies, the rupee has now become one of 

the worst-performing emerging market currencies this year, pressured by a toxic mix of 
expensive oil, capital outflows, widening trade deficits and a surging U.S. dollar. 

              अ                                      ,         ह    त  ,             ,   त  
       घ ट  औ      त ह त                                                               
                          ह      ह   
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 India‘s forex reserve stood at $686.801 billion in the week to 
January 2, 2026. 

 2       2026        त   त ह       त                      686.801     

         

 

04J6. S. America‟s stealthy ascent to key crude oil swing 
supplier 

                                                              
            

 Led by Brazil, Guyana and Venezuela, the region has delivered 
the largest increase in oil exports of any producing bloc so far this year, 
reshaping global trade patterns and reinforcing the Atlantic basin‟s role in 

global supply. 

      ,        औ                 त                        अ  त          
          ह    त                           अ                 ह ,       
                ट        ह  ह  औ             त       ट    ट                  
    त ह   ह  ह   

 But in aggregate, it is turning South America into a de facto swing 
supplier hiding in plain sight. 

                  ह                       त                          
(Swing Supplier)         ह  ह   

 Among the 10 nations to increase crude oil exports the most so 
far in 2026, the United States ranks top, registering a nearly 112-million-
barrel increase during January to May compared to the same months in 
2025, according to Kpler. 

 Kpler    अ     , 2026    अ  त                             अ               
     10                                     ह ,       2025         अ       
त                  ई               112                              

 Brazil, Guyana and Venezuela have posted the next largest 

annual increases in crude shipments this year, collectively adding around 
145 million barrels. 

      ,        औ                           त          त      अ             
                    ह , औ       त            145                  ह   

 Including a further 12 million barrels from Argentina, gains from 
those key nations exceed 157 million barrels compared to the year 

before. 

    ट       अ त   त 12                     ,                           

             त        157                अ    ह    त  ह   
 Some small export volume declines this year from Colombia, 

Ecuador and Peru have curbed South America‘s total expansion to 155 
million barrels, but the total shipped out from the region from January to 
May remains a record 787 million barrels. 

         ,         औ              त                    अ                    

   155             त      त      ह ,                  ई                   

     त        787              ह   
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04J6. AI unlikely to be the demand booster that copper bulls expect 

   ई                                                                           

 From the Bronze Age to the AI age, copper is again at the heart of the latest big investment 

craze. 

           (Bronze Age)           ई     (AI Age) त ,       (Copper)                त      
                      ह   

 Data centers need a lot of wiring, cooling and power, which means they need a lot of 
copper. 

   ट    ट       ह त अ           ,        औ                त  ह त  ह ,       अ   ह       ह      
                    त ह त  ह   

 A crypto data center requires 21 metric tons of copper per megawatt installed, while an AI 
training data center in China has a copper intensity of 47 tons, according to S&P Global 
Market Intelligence. 

 S&P Global Market Intelligence    अ     ,       ट    ट    ट       त       ट      त   त  
   21       ट           ह ,               ई         ट    ट     त        त  त  47 ट  ह   

 The biggest hurdle is grid connectivity. 

                        ट  ट  ह   
 A data center can be built in 18 to 24 months but the average U.S. waiting time for a grid 

connection was four years between 2018 and 2023. 

      ट    ट  18    24                     त  ह ,       2018    2023        अ              

              औ त  त    अ                
 Ireland built so many data centers that by 2021 the sector‘s share of national energy 

consumption had risen to over 20%, threatening to overwhelm the country‘s energy system. 

            त   अ      ट    ट          2021 त         ऊ      त               ह        20% 

   अ    ह   ई,              ऊ                           
 S&P Global notes there is already a shift underway from copper to fiber optics in the 

interconnect cabling between processor racks. 

 S&P Global    अ     ,                     ट     ट            त                 ट         
          ह       ह   

Material wars 
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 There‘s copper, but also aluminium, cobalt, nickel, tin, gold, silver, germanium and 
gallium and, of course, a smattering of the increasingly ubiquitous rare earth metals. 

           ,           ,      ट,     ,  ट ,     ,      ,        ,        त     त             
                  (Rare Earth Metals)       ह   

 Germanium and gallium are more likely to pose a materials bottleneck than copper. 

         औ         त        त        अ          त                 त  ह   
 

 

04J6. Brazil takes a historic HDI leap with focused planning and public 

spending 

             औ                               HDI             छ        ई 

 A UN report reveals the country‘s cash-transfer scheme has played a key role in raising its 
Human Development Index (HDI) score from 0.744 in 2012 to 0.805 in 2024. 

             (UN)        ट      त      ह                               (Cash-Transfer 
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Scheme)                            (HDI)    2012    0.744          2024    0.805         
 ह                  ई ह   

 On a scale from 0 to 1, the score of 0.805 places Brazil in the category of “very high human 
development.” 

 0    1              0.805                  “                   ”              त  ह   
 The index measures indicators related to health and longevity, education, and income 

generation, with results broken down by race, gender, and region at the municipal level 
across all 26 states of Brazil. 

  ह                औ    घ    ,                              त         त  ह  औ             
         26             ,      औ                       त   त  ह   

 When the UNDP began calculating the index 30 years ago, Brazil was in the category of low 
human development. 

    UNDP    30      ह                               , त                                   
    

 Bolsa Família, launched in 2003 during President Lula da Silva‟s first term, has inspired 
similar schemes worldwide, including the National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 
in India in 2006. 

       त                   ह              2003            ई                                   
 ई                     त     ,          त                            ट                 ह   

 Walquiria Rego, a sociologist who has studied the programme for years, says its success 

stems from providing poor families with a regular income. 

                     अ         ह                             हत  ह             त       

                त                    हत ह   
 ―As families received money every month, their eating habits improved, hunger declined 

dramatically and Brazil was taken off the UN hunger map,‖ she says. 

  ह  हत  ह , ―    -                ह   ह                ,                    त           ह  , 

                 ई औ                             ह  ह      ‖ 

Healthcare guarantee 

              

 With a steady source of income, poor families were able to furnish their homes and live with 
dignity. 

               त                      अ    घ        हत          औ                   
     

 Besides cash assistance, Brazil‘s unified health system, or SUS, has played a crucial role in 

its HDI improvement. 

      ह  त     अ    ,               त              SUS       HDI           ह              
    ई ह   

 Brazil spends about 9.7% of its GDP of US$ 2.64 trillion on health, with SUS getting 4% of 

the amount. 

       अ    2.64             GDP         9.7%                 त  ह ,          SUS    
4%    त ह त  ह   

 Guaranteed by the Constitution, Brazil‘s free and universal public healthcare system has been 
a major driver of rising life expectancy. 

                      त                  औ                                              
                    ह  ह   

 Jorge Félix, a professor of gerontology at the University of São Paulo, says the system 
focused on child health in the early 1990s and eliminated diseases like measles. 
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                               ट                          हत  ह     1990               त 

                                      त      औ                            त          
 He added that vaccination campaigns for children and adults, and access to treatments like 

cancer have improved life expectancy. 

   ह     ह          औ           ट       अ      त                            त          

          ई ह   
 Both Bolsa Família and SUS had come under strain between 2018 and 2022 when the 

government of President Jair Bolsonaro imposed deep spending cuts. 

 2018    2022              त                                            ट त              
               औ  SUS                       

 In 2023, when Lula returned to the presidency for his third term, the government restored 
funding for SUS and Bolsa Família. 

 2023            त               त    , त           SUS औ                                

 ह         
 A key reason for Bolsa Família‟s success is that payments are made directly to women, 

particularly mothers. 

                      त                   ह ह        त          ह    ,           त   ,    
       त  ह   

 ―Women are now seen as the people responsible for food and healthcare for their children.‖ 

 ―अ    ह        अ                 औ                                त                 त  
ह  ‖ 

 ―It also promoted citizenship and dignity for some of the poorest women in Brazil.‖ 

 ―                          ह              त           औ                         ‖ 

Election rhetoric 

                 

 Yet studies show that about 61% of people receiving Bolsa Família in 2014 had left the 
programme by 2025. 

        अ          त    त  ह     2014                      त                61%     2025 

त                ह                
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04J6. A liver protein triggered by exercise reversed memory loss in mice 

                             ट                           ट              

 After exercise, small molecules called exerkines are released by the liver, skeletal 
muscles, heart, and brain into the bloodstream; these include peptides, lipids, and 
hormones and mediate the beneficial effects of exercise, promoting cardiovascular fitness 
and improving metabolism. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
9 

                         (Exerkines)  ह            ट  अ        (Liver),                    
(Skeletal Muscles),     (Heart) औ         (Brain)         त   ह       त       त  ह ;      
   ट     (Peptides),        (Lipids) औ         (Hormones)       ह त  ह  त                
                          त  ह ,    -                 (Cardiovascular Fitness)          
  त  ह  औ         (Metabolism)            त  ह   

 As we grow older, our cognitive abilities begin to wane. 

    -     ह                 त  ह , ह                          ह      त  ह   
 A key to overcoming these ageing-induced cognitive deficits may be exercise. 

            -                                         ह                    ह    त  ह   
 ―Exercise improves cardiovascular fitness, glucose metabolism, insulin sensitivity, 

blood pressure, lipid profiles, sleep, mood, and immune function,‖ Atefe Tari, a 

researcher studying exercise and brain health at the Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology and St. Olav‘s University Hospital, said. 

―          -             ,              ,                    ,       ,             ,     , 

                                  त  ह ,‖                  ट  ऑ            ट         त     ट 

              ट  ह    ट                   त             अ                   त    ट    
त        ह   

 These exerkines mediate the beneficial effects of exercise, including promoting 
cardiovascular fitness and improving metabolism, throughout the body. 

                                                         त  ह ,          -   ह             
           औ                             ह   

 In the study, Gregor Bieri and colleagues at the University of California, San Francisco, 
examined the mechanism of action of one such exerkine produced by the liver: GPLD1. 

अ       ,         ट  ऑ             ,                            औ        ह             त 

            त     ह              GPLD1                             
 Old mice that could not exercise because their wheels had been locked had lower levels of 

GPLD1 in their livers. 

           ह       ह                   औ             ह        त    ,         त    GPLD1    
 त               

Protective barrier 

            

 GPLD1 is an enzyme that breaks down hundreds of proteins on cell surfaces. 

GPLD1           ह              तह          त         ट         घ टत   त  ह   
 Based on this function, the authors focused on the blood-brain barrier in mice – a network of 

blood vessels and specialised cells that surround the brain. 

                              ह        -                         त     ,      त    ह     
औ          त                    ह        त      घ     हत  ह   

 ―The blood-brain barrier tightly regulates the signals and nutrients that get shuttled between 
the brain and blood,‖ Dr. Bieri, the lead author of the study, explained. 

अ                    .           त   , ―  त-   त   अ        त   औ    त        

      त  त ह             त  औ       त       अ   त       त             त   त  ह  ‖ 
 The authors found one such protein, called TNAP, to be highly enriched in the blood-brain 

barriers of old mice, notably even around the hippocampus, the learning and memory centre 
of the brain. 

                 TNAP          ह       ट          ह       त-   त   अ        अ           
        त   ,                त            औ      त                          
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Therapeutic potential for Alzheimer‟s 

                                      

 Given that ageing is a risk factor for neurodegenerative disorders like Alzheimer‟s disease 
and dementia, the authors next tested whether the GPLD1 intervention could reduce 

cognitive decline in a mouse model of Alzheimer‘s disease. 

                            औ         (        )            -                             

     ह ,                     ह                   GPLD1 ह त    अ                ह       

                  ट            त  ह   
 Dr. Tari, who was not involved in the study, exercised caution on this count, noting that 

―mouse models of Alzheimer‘s do not fully reproduce the complexity of the disease in 
humans, which develops over decades and involves vascular dysfunction, inflammation, 
metabolism, genetics, and lifestyle factors.‖ 

  . त   ,       अ               ह     ,                         त         ह   त  ह    ह     

―अ            ह                                        ट त          त ह        त त  ह     त ,    
             त ह त  ह  त           त   ह         ,     ,       ,           औ           
                  ह त  ह  ‖ 

  ―This causes chronic inflammation in the nerve cells which can accelerate disease 
processes.‖ 

―                त                    घ                  ह त  ह ,                      त   

     त  ह  ‖ 
 Alzheimer‟s disease is characterised by the accumulation of toxic amyloid protein, which 

clump together to form plaques, leading to neurodegeneration and cognitive decline. 

                    त                    ट              ह त  ह ,        त ह            त  ह  
औ  त     -अ    त                  ट           त  ह   

 This exerkine was found to boost new neuron formation within the hippocampus. 

 ह              ह           ह             ई त                                  हत   त  ह   
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04J6. New result 
pushes bounds of 

how small a liquid can 
be 

                      
                  ई    

      छ ट              

Quark-Gluon Plasma (QGP) 

     -             (QGP) 

 Physicists have 
spent more than two 
decades studying one of the 
strangest forms of matter 
ever created in a laboratory: 
the quark-gluon plasma 
(QGP). 

   त                     अ  

त       त               
                  ,      -
             (QGP),    
अ                        
अ          त त      ह   

 Quarks and gluons 
are the smallest pieces of 
matter. 

      औ                 
       ट  घट  ह   

 A QGP existed in the 
first few millionths of a 
second after the Big Bang, 

before the quarks bound 
together to form the first 
protons and neutrons. 

                              

                  QGP 

          ,       ह      

                       

  ट   औ                   

  त   
 Researchers routinely create small droplets of QGP by colliding heavy atomic nuclei at 

extremely high energies. 

    त   अ          ऊ                             ट               त       QGP      ट  
                  त  ह   

 These droplets are extraordinarily hot, reaching trillions of degrees centigrade. 

         अ   त     ह त  ह  औ       त                        त   ह      त  ह   
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 Their behaviour, however, has been more surprising: instead of acting like a gas, the QGP 
behaves like a fluid. 

ह      ,         ह   अ              ह  ह ;        त ह    ह                QGP          
    त    ह     त  ह   

 By smashing together oxygen nuclei at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC), researchers have 

found the smallest dollop of QGP — so far — that still behaves like a fluid. 

                   (LHC)    ऑ                ट              त        अ  त          
  ट  QGP    ह      ह ,    अ            त ह    ह     त  ह   

 The new study addresses a different question: how small can a droplet of matter be and still 
have fluid-like behaviour? 

 ह     अ                           त  ह :                    त     ट  ह    त  ह  औ      
     -       ह        त      त  ह ? 

 The LHC usually smashes together protons. 

LHC       त    ट       ट       त  ह   
 The researchers picked oxygen ions because they occupy a middle ground between the tiny 

clumps of energy and matter created by smushed protons and the massive ones formed by 
lead ions. 

    त        ऑ                                        ट       ट                 अ   त 

  ट  ऊ   -         ह  औ                                  ह                त      त       

  त  ह   
 A middle ground that could reveal the tipping point where subatomic matter starts to resemble 

a fluid. 

 ह            त  अ     ह                                    त  ह   ह     -               
            ई        त  ह   

 Properties like viscosity and flow are associated with fluids, and these fluids usually have an 

enormous number of particles. 

       (Viscosity) औ       (Flow)                       त ह त  ह , औ                   त  
अ                  ह त  ह   

 A droplet of water sliding down a wall has quadrillions of water molecules. 

             त  ह ई                                        अ   ह त  ह   
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04J6. Is climate research being held back by local instrumentation? 

                                              छ            ?  

 A Mega Science Vision-2035 report on Climate Research is a roadmap prepared by the 
Indian climate research community with the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, 
as the nodal institution, and submitted to the Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser 
(PSA) to the Government of India, was made public this week. 

                                  -2035     ट     त          अ                            

             (IISc),                            त                        ह ,         त       
                        (PSA)              त त             औ           त ह          

          

What is its central message? 

                       ? 

 The central message of the report is that India has effectively lost the ability to build its own 
scientific instruments. 

    ट                  ह ह        त             अ                                     त     
     ह   

 ―Today, virtually no company in India manufactures quality scientific instruments for climate 
research,‖ it states, adding that ―billions of rupees have been spent and continue to be spent 
on procuring instruments manufactured elsewhere.‖ 

    ट      ह      ह     ―      त           ई                 अ                          
                          ह     त ,‖ औ   ह             ह     ―               त           
        अ                         ह  औ  अ             ह  ह  ‖ 

 Worse, imported instruments are often used ―without knowing the principle of operation, the 
built-in assumptions… and their limitations,‖ and left uncalibrated for years — producing, in 
the report‘s words, ―incorrect data being reported in national and international journals, often 
leading to questions on the credibility of Indian science.‖ 

        अ            त  ह ह         तत                 अ    ―                  त, 

अ त    हत     त    त                      ‖        त  ह  औ    ह      त  अ      त (      ट)  ह   
       त ,                      ट             ―       औ  अ त                     त       
     त ह त  ह ,          त                    त           त  ह  ‖ 
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What is the Mega Science Vision exercise? 

                            ? 

 The Mega Science Vision exercise, historically used to plan large, long-horizon projects in 

nuclear and high-energy physics, was for the first time extended to climate research, ecology 
and astronomy, and facilitated by the PSA‘s office under Prof. Ajay K. Sood. 

                अ    ,               तह                  औ     -ऊ       त      
  घ                                               त    ,  ह              अ       , 

        त   औ             त     त   त          औ        .       .          त         PSA 

                    त           
 A working group chaired by Prof. S.K. Satheesh, with former Indian National Centre for 

Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) director Dr. S.S.C. Shenoi as member-secretary, 
drew on consultations with over 3,000 researchers. 

  .   .  .         अ   त               ह त                                             

(INCOIS)             .   .  .  .              -         , 3,000                          

                 
 Crucially, the document calls itself ―a Climate Research community document‖ of ―hopes and 

aspirations‖ whose projects are ―indicative‖ — it is neither a mandatory prescription nor a 
statement of government policy or funding. 

 ह            ,  ह   त             ―      औ          ‖    ―       अ               

  त    ‖  हत  ह ,                       ―    त    ‖ ह ;  ह   त  अ             ह  औ    ह  
          त अ                          त    

Hasn‟t India built any of its own climate instruments? 

                                                        ? 

 The report notes that Indian engineers can design and demonstrate instruments, ―some of 
which have already been demonstrated successfully,‖ yet ―they are not often translated into 
final industrial products.‖ 

    ट      ह      ह        त   अ    त                   औ                    ह , ―         
                    ह       ह ,‖    त  ―  ह       अ  त  औ                      त  त  ह        
  त  ‖ 

 Examples include automatic profiling floats developed at the National Institute of Ocean 
Technology for ocean observation, and automatic weather stations by the India 
Meteorological Department and ISRO. 

   ह        ह        अ      ह त                                             त         

               , त                         औ                  त                  

      ह   
 Although transferred to industry, ―most of them have not reached the market yet.‖ 

         त                   ह त  त  त          ह ,        ―        अ       अ   त        
त   ह    ह        ह  ‖ 

 Tellingly, the first phase of the proposed sensor programme is an audit to identify why such 
technologies fail to scale to production. 

 ह            ,   त   त                 ह        ह           ह                          
                 त       ह    ह      त    

 The suggested remedy — mandating that most instruments be made in India, backed by 
assured procurement and pricing — sits uneasily with recent experience. 

  त   त        — अ                    त                  त      त     ह      ट   त      

औ                  — ह      अ                  त ह      ह     त   



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
5 

 The Government e-Marketplace (GeM) portal, made mandatory to support domestic 
vendors, was rolled back for scientific institutions in June 2025 after scientists found it 

hindered access to customised, high-quality equipment. 

घ         त             हत             अ                       ट ई-    ट     (GeM)   ट       

2025                                           ,                                अ      त औ  
                       त   ह        त ह   ह      

Why study uncontrolled renewables? 

                                            ? 

 Although renewable energy seems to be the right solution to replace polluting sources, the 

report cautions that studies are needed to assess the long-term effects of uncontrolled 
tapping of natural resources. 

                                त        त        त त ह त  ह ,     ट    त       त  ह     

     त             अ      त   ह       घ                अ           ह   
 India, which has pledged 500 GW of non-fossil capacity by 2030, crossed the halfway mark 

in installed capacity in 2025. 

   त,       2030    500       ट    -                      त                    ह , 2025    
                 अ     त  त   ह             

 The report also calls for scientific methods to estimate the social cost of carbon, a “polluter 
pays” mechanism to prevent the atmosphere from becoming a dumping ground, and 

measures to offset the burden of carbon taxation on the poor. 

    ट                                                          ,   त        अ    ट-    

              ह त  “                ”    , त                                                   
             त  ह   

What else in the report is of importance? 

    ट     औ                 ? 

 The report proposes a pan-India Climate and Health Observatory under a mega project on 

adaptation and resilience, reflecting how thinly India tracks climate-related health impacts. 

    ट  अ       औ                                    अ त  त अ       त              
                    त           त     त  ह ,     ह     त  ह        त       -   त        

                   त       त         त  ह   
 It outlines eight mega projects spanning observational networks, indigenous sensors, 

satellites, two strands of climate modelling, field campaigns, carbon-neutrality research and 
adaptation science, to be overseen by a high-level apex committee. 

    ट                                    त त     ई ह ,       अ        ट   ,            , 
   ह,                            ,       अ     ,      -तट  त  अ        त   अ             

      ह ,                      त             त                 
 On science, it enters contested ground, backing a dense Black Carbon observatory network 

despite disputed claims about its relative role in global warming. 

           ट        ट                             त  ह  औ         त                           
 त    ह              घ                        ट               त  ह   

 It flags India‘s thin paleoclimate networks as a gap in understanding the monsoon‘s deep 
past, and the risk of crossing tipping points such as ice-sheet collapse and shifts in ocean 

circulation. 

    ट     त        त             ट   ट                         तह                           
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              त   त  ह  त    ह           त  औ   ह                        त         ट     

                                         त   त  ह   
 It also warns of limited trained manpower, including in environmental epidemiology. 

    ट                            हत                     त                         त    
  त       त  ह   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

04J6. What Delhi HC‟s pathbreaking ruling on Google keyword advertising 
means 

                              ई  ट                                  

 Justice Mini Pushkarna assessed if a company can buy another‘s registered trademark as a 
keyword on Google Ads to have their ads appear first in searches for that trademark. 

                            ह                  ई       Google Ads         अ            
      त                                  त  ह  त                      ह                   

      ह       ई     
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 In 2013, Hindware Ltd. discovered that its rival companies had purchased the trademark 
„Hindware‟ in such a manner. 

 2013                 ट                     त                „Hindware‟                     
          

The dispute 

       

 In early 2013, Hindware Limited, which is in the business of sanitaryware products, 
discovered that its rival sanitaryware companies, Grohe India Private Limited and Cera 
Sanitaryware Limited, had purchased the trademark „Hindware‟ as a keyword through 
Google‘s AdWords programme. 

 2013        त   ,     ट                                            ट                   
  त               Grohe India Private Limited औ  Cera Sanitaryware Limited            
AdWords                    „Hindware‟                                     

 The result was that whenever a consumer searched for the word „Hindware‟ on the Google 
search engine, the first result that appeared was for the website of Cera. 

           ,         ई      त                   „Hindware‟        त    , त        ह   
       Cera          ट        ई   त      

 Also, when someone searched „Hindware Sanitary‟ or „Hindware Sanitaryware‟, the first 
result came from the website of Grohe. 

         ,      ई „Hindware Sanitary‟    „Hindware Sanitaryware‟    त    , त   ह   
       Grohe          ट     त      

 Hindware argued that its registered and well-known trademark is being used by Google by 
offering or suggesting it to competitors or any other entity for the generation of 
advertisements. 

  ह          त                      त औ                                      त           अ   

                                                         ह  ह   
 Hindware said this was being done without their prior consent or approval. 

  ह           ह      ह                अ    त          त                  ह      
 Subsequently, Cera and Grohe settled with Hindware, leaving the core legal battle to 

continue against Google India and Google LLC. 

        Cera औ  Grohe     ह                  त         ,                      ई Google 

India औ  Google LLC                ह   

Keyword advertising 

              

 Google runs a programme known as „Google AdWords‟, which is a form of keyword 
advertising that allows advertisers to place advertisements along with search results in their 
search engine, www.google.com. 

      „Google AdWords‟                   त  ह ,                          ह  औ  
        त       www.google.com                       अ                त         
अ    त   त  ह   

 Under Google AdWords, advertisers bid for words or phrases called „keywords‟ that trigger 

or generate a sponsored advertisement when a user enters those terms into Google Search. 

 Google AdWords    अ त  त         त  „      ‟  ह                                      त  ह , 
         त                                           त             त   त  ह   
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 For example, if someone specifically searches for Nokia or Sony, another company could 
purchase the keywords „Nokia‟ or „Sony‟ in return for a fee earned by Google, so that instead 

of the organic result, i.e., websites of Nokia or Sony, the user would be shown the 
advertisement or websites of the ad purchaser. 

    ह         ,       ई     त Nokia    Sony    त  ह , त    ई अ         „Nokia‟    „Sony‟ 

             त  ह ,                         त   त  ह , औ  त        त      Nokia    Sony    
      ट                                                      ट     ई        

Hindware‟s objection 

                  

 Hindware claimed that „HINDWARE‟ is a registered and well-known trademark with 

substantial goodwill built over decades. 

  ह                       „HINDWARE‟          त औ                ह ,         त     ई      
        त ह ई ह   

 The company contended that the use of its trademark as a keyword for the display of 
advertisements clearly amounts to use of the trademark ―in advertising‖ within the meaning of 
Section 29(6) of the Trade Marks Act. 

          त                            ह त                                       Trade Marks 

Act         29(6)    अ त  त ―                          ‖         ह   
 It argued that if a consumer specifically searches the term „Hindware‟, it is clear that he is 

specifically looking for their products. 

           ह           ई      त              „Hindware‟    त  ह , त     ट ह      ह  ह          
          त        ह  ह   

 The fact that the first search result of another company is shown to the consumer is bound to 
cause confusion and divert potential customers to rival brands. 

         त         अ             ह                           त                      औ  
      त   ह        त                           

 Until 2009, Google did not permit the use of trademarks as keywords in India, but the policy 
was changed post the year 2009. 

 2009 त          त                                            अ    त  ह     त    ,       2009 

        ह    त         ई  
 It said that the policy applicable in India is a deviation from the policy of Google followed for 

countries in the European Union (EU) and European Free Trade Association (EFTA). 

  ह           ह        त            त,           घ (EU) औ  European Free Trade Association 

(EFTA)                         त         ह   

Google‟s defence 

            

 Google argued keywords act as a backend trigger for display of the advertisements in 
response to the search query entered by a user. 

         त                                                  त  ह ,          त                 

                          त   त  ह   
 Since users cannot see the keywords provided by the advertiser, such use of trademarks as 

keywords cannot be said to amount to ‗use‘ under the Trade Marks Act. 

             त           त                       ह         त ,                                

Trade Marks Act    अ त  त ‗     ‘  ह             त   
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 When multiple advertisers seek to choose the same word as a keyword, including a 
trademarked term, Google conducts an auction or bidding on the trademarked term and earns 
a Cost-Per-Click amount as revenue. 

     ई         त     ह                                           हत  ह , त                    
                    त   त  ह  औ  Cost-Per-Click                अ   त   त  ह   

 On the question of confusion among users, Google argued that the inorganic or sponsored 
search results are labelled with a prefix „ad‟ to distinguish them from organic search results, 

eliminating the likelihood of confusion among the users. 

       त                                         ह           त                „ad‟      ह त  
ह ,                                अ    ह          त  ह  औ                    त ह    त  ह   

Judgment‟s importance 

               

 The case touches upon a growing global conflict between trademark law and digital 
advertising models. 

  ह                     औ      ट                       त           घ           ह   
 Search engines earn revenue through keyword advertising systems. 

                                               अ   त   त  ह   
 By auctioning the registered trademark to rivals, Google generates revenue from multiple 

competitors of the trademark owner. 

       त              त                                                 ई   त                 

   त   त  ह   
 The court ruled in favour of Hindware, restraining Google from using the name „Hindware‟ or 

any combination of related words as part of advertising keywords. 

 अ   त                              त  ह           „Hindware‟                                    
                                              

 It observed that Google‘s conduct amounts to “free-riding” as it monetises the investments 

made by the trademark owner over the years. 

 अ   त     ह              ह    ह   “  -       ” ह         ह                                   

                  ह  ह   
 By actively suggesting, prompting and auctioning trademarks to third parties, the court said 

Google rides on the goodwill of the trademark‘s reputation, selling off the power of the mark in 
attracting consumers to other rivals in order to increase enrollment in its own AdWords 
Policy and earn more profits. 

 अ   त     ह          त                           औ                    त    औ          
          त  ह  त        त         त                   त            त          अ    
AdWords Policy    अ             औ      अ   त   त  ह   

 ―In doing so, Google has attempted to sell something that it simply does not own.‖ 

 ―                       त                     ह ,        ह       ह   ह   ह  ‖ 

Beyond the case 

              

 The decision is likely to influence trademark disputes involving online advertising in India. 

  ह          त    ऑ                                            त      त  ह   
 It could affect how freely companies can use competitors‘ brand names in online 

advertisements and search results. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
0 

  ह      त         त                   ऑ              औ                   त                

          त     त  त                त  ह   
 ―We duly respect and operate in accordance with all local laws, and in instances where the 

orders are overbroad or inconsistent with our policies, we work to explain our position as per 
the legal process in the country,‖ Google said in a statement. 

         अ             ह , ―ह                               त  ह  औ              त  ह , त   
 ह        अ            ह     ह        त              त  ह ,  ह   ह                  अ      
अ          ट   त  ह  ‖ 

 ―Specifically on our Ads policy on trademark keywords, we have a clear and stated policy that 
does not allow competitor advertisers to use trademarked terms in the ad-text of an ad.‖ 

 ―                                   त ह               त    ट ह  औ    त             त       
                                          अ    त  ह     त  ‖ 

 ―This policy is consistently applied globally and is in accordance with the Indian trademark 
law.‖ 

 ― ह    त         त                          त  ह  औ     त                    अ     ह  ‖ 
 The company has held that so-called backend use of a trademark keyword is permissible to 

allow for small firms to compete with established incumbents, and said that it therefore only 
bans the deceptive use of competing trademark keywords in the actual text of ads, and not in 
the bidding process. 

                ह                      त     त                ट                  त            
  त              अ      त  ह ,        ह                   त             त                
                त       त  ह ,                     

 

GS Paper III: Environment  04 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

04J6 Reading for a warming world: books that rethink nature, development and 

survival 

                                   :                    ,       औ            

                   
04J6 Centre mulls policy to boost E85 fuel uptake 

     E85                                                           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
1 

 

04J6.  Reading for a warming world: books that rethink nature, development 
and survival 

                                   :                    ,       औ            
                   

 World Environment Day reminds us of the responsibility, and this year‘s theme — “Inspired 
by Nature. For Climate. For Our Future. 2026” — is all about focusing on nature-based 
solutions to combat the climate crisis. 

                  ह   ह                          त  ह , औ                — “Inspired by 

Nature. For Climate. For Our Future. 2026” —           ट       ट               -       

               त ह   

The man who planted trees 

                        

 Some powerful books deepen our understanding of sustainability. 

                त         (  ट       ट )      त ह            औ   ह      त  ह   
 Ghosts on Peepal Trees: My Journey From Folk Tales to Forests (Ebury Press, to be 

released on June 5) is the memoir of environmentalist Peepal Baba alias Swami Prem 
Parivartan. 

Ghosts on Peepal Trees: My Journey From Folk Tales to Forests (Ebury Press, 5        
     त ह        )                                                      ह   

 For five decades, Peepal Baba worked towards restoring vegetation on 2,70,000 hectares by 
planting 26 million trees in 226 districts across 21 States in India. 
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          त                  त    21          226         2.6                2,70,000    ट    
  त            त                         

 In his latest book, Island on Edge: The Great Nicobar Crisis (2026, Westland), Pankaj 
Sekhsaria lifts the veil off the ₹82,000 crore mega infrastructure development project 
planned for the Great Nicobar Island. 

अ        त     त  Island on Edge: The Great Nicobar Crisis (2026, Westland)         

              ट                       त   त ₹82,000                                      
      त                        ह   

 The project, which includes the clearing of 130 sq. km of pristine tropical evergreen forest, 
is one of the many continued betrayals of the island. 

 ह         ,       130           ट      छ         ट                     ट ई       ह , 
                    ह  अ        त        घ त           ह   

The changing face of forests 

                  

 India‟s Forests: Revisiting Nature and History (Vintage Books, 2026), co-edited by 
Mahesh Rangarajan and Arupjyoti Saikia, is a reappraisal of forests as living contested 

spaces across the country. 

             औ                         ह-      त India‟s Forests: Revisiting Nature and 

History (Vintage Books, 2026)                        त औ        त        -                  
                  त   त  ह   

 The book revisits the Chipko movement and 

other environmental struggles, highlighting the need to 
balance the use and conservation of nature and to 
distinguish between necessity and greed. 

04J6. Centre mulls policy to boost E85 fuel 
uptake 

     E85                                        

                   

 The government is actively examining a 
supportive policy framework to accelerate affordable 
adoption of E85 fuel, said Union Minister for Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri. 

                औ       त                               ह  
         E85             त        अ         त         
        ह                                         ह  
ह   

 Speaking at the launch of Hero MotoCorp‟s 
flex-fuel motorcycles on Wednesday, he said that E85 

(85% blending of ethanol with gasoline) fuel would be 
―substantially cheaper than normal fuel [variant]‖. 

                  ट              -       ट            
        अ         ह     ह     E85 (           85% 

           )     ―              त               त ‖ 
ह     



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
3 

 ―If 1% of annual petrol vehicle sales in India during ethanol supply year 2026-27 shifts to 
E85, over four crore litres of ethanol demand would be generated, [and] nearly ₹266 crore 
estimated payments would be made to distillers,‖ he said. 

   ह     ह , ―                      2026-27             त                   ह          1%       
E85             त  त ह     , त             ट                               ह    औ  
      (Distillers)         ₹266                                    ‖ 
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04J6. Sourav Ganguly‟s security cover downgraded 

                            घट ई  ई 

 The West Bengal government on Wednesday reduced the security cover 
for Sourav Ganguly, former captain of the Indian cricket team, from the Z-
category to the Y-category. 

                                           ट ट             त                         
        Z         घट    Y               

 The development was confirmed by officials of the West Bengal Police 
security wing as part of an “ongoing routine exercise” in reviewing the security 
cover of various prominent personalities in the State based on their threat 
assessments. 

    घट            ट                                     अ               औ   त    
    ह                     ह  त                                                 
    ह  “                  ”     ह    ह   

 Under the new arrangement, he is expected to be provided with only three 
or four security personnel. 

  ई           तहत   ह                                                       ह   
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04J6. Dharma remains a mystery 

                        

 It is difficult to understand dharma, said 
Navalpakkam Vasudevachariar in a discourse. 

                                         ह            
           ह   

 The meaning of dharma remains hidden. 

        अ   अ          ह   ह   
 We can understand dharma only partly, not all 

of it. 

 ह                                त  ह ,      त ह  ह    
 Just take the rule that we must speak the truth 

always — satyam vada. 

                 ह        ह                     ह  — 

          
 Is it always practical? 

      ह ह         ह     ह ? 

 Is it wise to always speak the truth? 

     ह                         ह ? 

 What if, because of our honesty, we hurt 
someone? 

     ह     ई                          ट  ह        त  
    ह   ? 

 In such circumstances, wouldn‘t a lie be better? 

            त                हत   ह   ह   ? 

 Is it wrong to utter a lie to save a life? 

                                           त ह ? 

 If a man is chased by someone who wants to murder him, and the villain asks you in which 
direction the man is running, would it be ethical to reveal the truth to the man with murderous 

intentions? 

              त           ई ह          ह  ह  औ   ह               ह     त                  
ह , त         ह              त       त  ह   ? 

 Will it not lead to a man losing his life? 

                 त         ह            ? 

 In this case, it would be wrong to be truthful. 

        त                त ह     
 Even Sita, who had such high ideals in life, had to lie. 

  ह   त         ,                त              ,   ह                    
 The occasion was the visit of Hanuman. 

  ह                            
 Hanuman had met Sita with his reassuring message and had departed. 

           अ                                         औ       ह              
 The demonesses guarding Sita were curious about the monkey. 

                    ह                                                  
 They asked Sita whether she knew the monkey that had been there. 

   ह                         ह               त  ह      ह           
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 Sita replied wisely that she didn‘t know who that monkey was. 

                                   ह  ह      त       ह              
 In Ravana‟s rajya, demons assumed different forms and the monkey could be some demon, 

said Sita. 

          ह                                           त  ह  औ   ह           ई      ह    त  
ह   

 If Sita had revealed Hanuman‟s identity, there might have been more trouble for her. 

                        ह     त     ह त , त           औ  अ                  ह    त      
 Besides, what purpose would be served by being open about Hanuman‟s identity? 

      अ त   त,            ह                                  ह त ? 

 When a truth serves no purpose, but a lie can protect us, isn‘t it better to conceal truth? 

                          त        ,           ह              त  ह , त                    
  हत   ह   ह ? 

 So even in the matter of just one command relating to telling truth, there can be so many 
deviations. 

                                                 अ    अ     ह    त  ह   
 There can be deviations from other rules too, and these deviations too might not be 

adharmic. 

 अ               अ     ह    त  ह , औ     अ               ह              ह   
 That is why dharma remains a mystery, and is not easily understood. 

                ह       ह   ह  औ                     ह        त   

 


